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VISION
A more vibrant, healthy, 
and unified Whidbey 
community for those who 
call it home–now and into 
the future.

MISSION
Provide support for the 
nonprofit sector, assist 
donors to build and preserve 
assets for charitable 
purposes, and meet 
community needs through 
financial awards.

VALUES
Equity
Trustworthiness
Leadership
Partnership



5-YEAR GRANTEE
Readiness to Learn has been a grantee of WCF 
since 2017. RTL works in partnership with schools, 
communities and families with the goal to help 
each child reach their potential regardless of their 
circumstances.

Whidbey Community 
Foundation is an invaluable 

resource for local nonprofits! Grant awards 
and training opportunities have helped us to 

grow our finances and leadership 
skills and as a result, we 

are able to provide more 
services and resources to 
students and families.”
 
—Gail LaVassar, Executive 
Director, Readiness to Learn

Celebrating 5 Years of  Connecting  
People Who Care to Causes that Matter

5 YEARS of  SERVICE
For 5 years as pro bono Executive Director, Nancy 
Conard has been instrumental in WCF’s growth, 
overseeing all organizational functions includ-
ing grantmaking, fundraising, nonprofit services, 
finances, and administration.

I’m proud of our success in 
connecting donors to causes, 

and supporting our nonprofits. We were in the 
right position to help our community during 
the pandemic. We will continue to manage 
funds wisely, strengthen 
nonprofits, and serve as a 
trusted base of support 
for our community’s 
philanthropists and 
charitable organizations.” 

—Nancy Conard, pro bono 
Executive Director, WCF

Founded in 
September 

Partnered with 
Community 

Foundation of 
Snohomish County 
to temporarily hold 

WCF funds

Awarded first 3 
grants—one for 
a family reading 
program at Oak 
Harbor Library
Partnered with 

Georgia Gerber & 
Randy Hudson on 
Holiday Sculpture 

Project

Received first 
grant from Seattle 

Foundation for 
Census 2020 

efforts
Hired first staff 

person

Partnered with 
Goosefoot 

on Essential 
Needs Program 

fundraiser

Held first Annual 
Grant Cycle

Hosted first  
nonprofit trainings 
in partnership with 

WA Nonprofits

Established 
COVID-19 

Community 
Resilience Fund
Became fiscal 

sponsor for 
Partners for Young 

Children

Our 2021 Impact Report celebrates the 5th anniversary of Whidbey Community Foundation (WCF)–
sharing stories of the power of philanthropy on Whidbey Island. 

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021



5 YEARS of  PARTNERSHIP

We are so 
glad to have 
partnered with 
WCF. They have been 
instrumental in the 
growing success and 
impact of our Project. 
In the spirit of the 
season, we joyously 
confirm that when good 
intentions mix with 
good management and 
good-hearted people, 
good things happen.” 
 
— Randy Hudson & 
Georgia Gerber, donors

2020 
Three 
French 
Hens

2017
Settling 

Owl

2021 
Penguin 

Pair

2019
Dashing 
Turtle

2018
Sheepish 

Rabbit

5 YEARS of  WCF GROWTH 5 YEARS of   
COMMUNITY  
IMPACT

The Holiday Sculpture Fund is a gift 
to our community from renowned 
local sculptor Georgia Gerber and her 
husband, Randy Hudson.

Since 2017, the fund has made grants 
to Whidbey nonprofits totaling nearly 
$70,000. These funds support families 
during the season, like the Holiday 

House at Readiness to Learn, which 
offers the ability for families facing 
financial hardships a chance to provide 
a joyful holiday experience for their 
children.

Thank you to Rob Schouten Gallery for 
their generous help with distribution of 
the sculptures.

To become a Holiday Sculpture Fund collector visit our website.

*as of 10/31/2021

*as of 10/31/2021 *as of 10/31/2021
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DONORS 

DONATIONS 

$21K
$90K $101K

$230K

$806K

$371K*

2021 > $731K*

2020 > $714K

2019 > $244K
2018 > $80K
2017 > $43K
2016 > $20K
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BY REGION

All Island 
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North  
 20%

Central 
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South 
 19%

2016

2016

2017

2017

2018

2018

2019
2019

2020

2020

2021
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TOTAL 
GRANTMAKING

$820,398 
# OF GRANTS

AWARDED

191

https://www.whidbeyfoundation.org/2021-holiday-sculpture/


2021 YEAR IN REVIEW: Building Impactful Change

4th Annual Grant Cycle
Through the Childhood Wellness grants, we are 

continuing our investment in the health and well-being 
of our youth. Through the Environmental grants, we are 
aiming to advance conservation and sustainability projects 
throughout Whidbey. And through the Racial Equity 
grants, we are supporting nonprofits that commit to anti-
racism work, and hope these grants are a starting point for 
dialogue, learning, collaborative action, and healing.” 

—Nancy Conard, pro bono Executive Director, WCF

COVID-19 Community Resilience Fund
Provided resources to local nonprofits affected by the pandemic. 
To date, we’ve raised over $470,000 and awarded 66 grants totaling 
over $423,000. 100% of the funds will go back into the community.

This year grants from the fund focused efforts toward improving 
childhood wellness on Whidbey:

•	 Mental health needs for school age-kids in all 3 districts

•	 Supplemental childcare tuition costs

Goosefoot Community Fund, The Goose 
Grocer and WCF together raised over 
$121,000 for the Essential Needs Program,  
providing direct assistance to local 
households impacted by the pandemic. 

•	 Donations help fill gaps that aren’t 
met through existing funding streams.

•	 Opportunity Council helps to 
administer funds. OC provides direct 
services to assist low-income persons 
in developing and maintaining self-
reliance.

66 Grants = 
$423K

 to community-
based organizations 

 

$40K Grant
 to Whidbey 

Homeless Coalition 

Combining the talents of both 
organizations allowed us to think collectively 
and holistically about the needs of our 
neighbors. We are lucky to have Opportunity 
Council as a partner, building upon existing 
systems to ensure our community members 
are supported through challenging times.” 

– Sandy Whiting, Executive Director, Goosefoot

$112K+  
in grants  

to 30  
nonprofits

    Childhood W
ellness                                   

     

    
    

   
   

 E
nv
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nm

ent

Racial Equality

37%
31%

32%

Essential Needs Program

410 
Donors 

$382K+ 
Total Donor 
Contributions  

56 
Grants 

$319K+ 
Total Grant 
Distributions 

$23K+
Raised from The 

Goose’s Roundup for 
Charity Program

57
Households  

helped to date 

*all 2021 data as of 10/31/21



WCF acknowledges the work that we must all do to dismantle 
racism; foster diversity; achieve equity; and, include people of all 
abilities, backgrounds, and identities. 

WCF is committed to:
•	 Examining practices and integrating DEI and anti-racism into our values
•	 Using our platform to raise voices, stories, and issues
•	 Commiting to greater learning of our own histories
•	 Supporting our Island community in anti-racism work

Nonprofit Training Opportunities
Worked with WA nonprofits to offer free capacity-building training for 
Whidbey organizations:

•	 Local social justice leaders, Kenesha Lewin and Diana Sandoval, led 
workshops on how to be an anti-racist organization.

•	 Website developer, Scott Marlow, offered workshops on website redesign, 
accessibility, and virtual fundraisers.

Childhood Wellness

•	 Coupeville Farm to School 
Program: Through connection 
with plants and healthy eating 
by creating an improved school 
garden

•	 Healthy Island 
Youth Initiative: A 
physical activity 
scholarship fund

Environment

•	 Whidbey Island Conservation 
District: Land Stewardship 101 
Webinar and Video Series

•	 Pacific Rim Institute: Protecting 
central Whidbey ecosystem 

by producing seeds, 
live plants and 

bulbs for use 
in restoring 
local lands

Racial Equity

•	 Whidbey Island Waldorf School: 
Building an IDEA (Inclusion, 
Diversity, Equity and Access) 
Library for children, caregivers 

and faculty

Examples of use of grant funds:

WCF Capacity Growth
•	 Hiring a program assistant

•	 Adding a new Board member

•	 Creating the Opportunity and 
Operating Reserve Funds to 
respond to future community 
needs and ensure fiscal 
sustainability 

Commitment to Anti-Racism, Diversity, Equity and Inclusion (DEI)
WCF participated in Snohomish 
County Equity Funders Group 
and engaged in deeper learning 
to inform our future work with 
donors and nonprofits in our 
community.

WCF joined the 3rd Annual 
National AAPI Day Against Bullying 
and Hate, led by Act To Change. 

Fiscal Sponsor for Partners for Young Children
•	 Raised $9,000 as a beneficiary of Haggen’s Building Brighter 

Futures Together campaign supporting youth programs.
•	 Participated in the Island County Child Care Task Force that 

assessed and made recommendations to improve access to 
quality, affordable, and equitable child care.

•	 Created a Partners for Young Children website and social media platforms 
to raise awareness.

I applaud the innovative spirit of WCF, who partnered with PYC during 
the pandemic, to mobilize funding, advocate, and support policies and 
programs that benefit healthy child development and families.” 

— Kate McVay, Director & Executive Director of  
Mother Mentors Whidbey Island & PYC Steering Committee Member

8 Board 
Members

12 Community 
Volunteers

862 Hours of  
Service  

                       



Thank You To Our Partners
We are deeply grateful to the donors, nonprofits, and community partners who work 
with us to create a thriving community throughout Whidbey. 

DONORS 
(2016-2021)

Individuals & Households

Doug and Shelly Ackerman

Anne Acosta

Kitty W. Adams

Judith Adams

Shawn and Lynne Aebi

Robert C Alexander

Doug and Jan Allderdice

Allan and Deloris Ament

Russell and Jean Amick

Margaret J Andersen

Harry Anderson and  
Terry Bible

Mark and Carol Anderson

Lois Anderson

Richard Andler and  
Carole Rush 

Dolores Andrews

Betsy Arand

Bonnie Arndt

Deborah Lynn Arnold

Sandra Scott Arnold

Betty Azar 

Jacqueline and Wayne Bacus

Darlene Baldwin

Lori Barian

Nancy Barr

Maryann E. Bast

Corrine Bayley

Debi Beagle

Mike and Tracy Beekman

Sarah Bellin

Tracy R. Bennett

Sara and Martin Benum

Bobbie Ann Berkowitz

Sharon B. Berlin

Susan Berta

Charles F. Bieber

Midge Kistn Billig

Leigh Bloom 

Dianne Bolton

Mike and Katie Bonn

Stephen and Mary Boyd

Bill and Cheryl Bradkin

David Bravender

Lorrie Bredal

James Arnold Bricker

Marshall and Jan Bronson

Pat and Ted Brookes

Anders and Laura Brown

Darlene Brown

Julie Buktenica and 
Joseph Gilman Low

Steve and Marjorie Burr

Susie Butters

Rob and Penny Cabot

Christa and Travis Canell

Jim and Melody Carney

Patti Carroll

Sandra J. Carrothers

Colette Chandler Cramer

Karen Chapman

Jami and Mike Christen

Charles N. Clark

Peter Clark

James and Suzanne Cloore

Rebecca  R. Collins

Kelly Collins

Jing and Mike Company

Nancy Conard and  
Gordon McMillan

Cynthia Conklin

Karen Conoley

Elizabeth Conrad

Maureen E Cooke

Toyan Copeland 

Lauren and Marshall Corson

Jim and Claudia Cox

Donita Crosby

Norman Culver

Kathryn A Daberko

Cathy Darracott

Sheila R. Daut

Carolyn Davis

Brenda Deforest

Michael and Marilyn Dessert

Cornelia M. Devlin

Carla Dewberry

Julie Dougherty Winger 

Maria Driano

Kim Drury

Kate and Bill Dussault

Clare E. Duval-DeFord

Greg Easton

Karen Eaton

Deborah and 
Peter Ehrlichman 

Susan Eichenberger

Sharon Emerson

Dominique Emerson

Victoria Emery

Dean Enell and Mary Stewart

Karen Epifano

Barbara Ewing

Kelly Felice

Mary and Richard Flanders

Britt and Linda Fletcher

Barbara A Fournier

Janice Francisco

Phillip F. Frink

Fiona Fung

Tess Galletly

Caroline M Gardner

Renee and Mike Gastineau

Stephen and Clare Gaston

Tim and Donna George

Steven George

Georgia Gerber and  
Randy Hudson

John and Susan Gevaert

Lance and Michelle Gibbon

Janie Gildersleeve

Maya Gillett 

Ross Godwin

Paul Goldfinger

Sally Goodwin

Dayle Gray

Bonnie Gretz

Kristen and Gene Griffin

Karen V. Grossman

Heath and Robin Gunn

Jessie and Joe Gunn

Michael and 
Mary Kay Hallman

Jo Hansen

Clarence Harbour

William Harper

Marchele Hatchner

Roger Hayes 

Theresa Haynie

John Heal

Sharen D. Heath and 
Simon A. Frazer

Jackie Henderson

George T. F. Henny

Robin and Harold Hertlein

Kat Hiatt

Catherine Holman

Marilyn Hoover

Maureen L. Horn

Charles Hornig

Thomas G. Houck

William Howard

George and Lynne Jensen

Jane and Joe Jeszeck

Karen Johnson

Jim Johnson

Jill Jones

Stephen Randy Jones

Peggy Juve

Michele and Brian Kahrs

Susan Marie Karahalios

Erika Kardly

Victoria Karno

Colleen M. Keefe

Doug and Dana Kelly

Sara Kelly and Tucker Stevens

Julia Glover and Robert Kenny

Carol Kerley

Wilson and Barbara Kerns

Ervin Knezek and  
David Bieniek

Mary Jo K Koenemann

Don F. Krafft

Robert Kramer and 
Sharon Hummel-Kramer

Larry Kwarsick and 
Carol McNeil

Barbara Lamb

Michael Land

Kathleen Landel

Larrie LaVoy

Molly Layman

Kathy Layman

Mark Leganza

Joyce and Ken Libby

Diana C. Lindsay

Virginia J Lindsey

Sara and Wray Little

Lynnaea Lumbard and 
Richard Paine

Fred and Sharon Lundahl

MaryJane and Kevin Lungren

Gretchen Luxenberg

Nicholas Lynch

Dale Lyski

Dana MacInnis

Patricia Madura

John and Marie Magee

Jackie and Ian Magwire

Thomas McCabe

Nancy and Robert McClain

Suzanne McDowell

Brynn McIntyre

Susan McLeod 

Susan Miller

Kate Mistler

Susan L. Mitchell

Clyde and Marcia Monma

Sue and Ray Mooers

Sarah Moulton

Roger M Myers and 
Trudylee G Rowbury

Miles Neff

Lynn Nelson

Lynette Nickel

Stephen Nogal

Nancy Nordhoff and 
Lynn Hays

LeRoy and Kim Olsen

Mike B. Olson

Jack and Karen Olson

James Postel and 
Therese Onderisin

Kyle Ostermick-Durkee

Rusty Palmer

Joni Panciera

Carolyn and William Pape

Eve J. Parrish

Tom and Nedra Pautler

Phil Pennock

Denise Perkins

Lailla Petersen

Kristin D. Petosa

Kathleen and George Petrich

Barbara Phelps

Jan Pickard and Anne Harvey

Mary Posz

Carol Prato

Charlton Price

Helen Price Johnson

Jason Pryde

Earl L Reep

Lynn Reinecke



All efforts are made to accurately compile our list of supporters and partners over the past 5 years. If you feel an error has been made, 
please forgive us, and let us know by phone 360-660-5041 or email info@whidbeyfoundation.org.

Valerie Reuther

MaryJoe Reynolds

Viriginia Rhoads and 
John McConnell

Lauren Rich

Sarah Richards

Susan Richards

Debra Richardson

Linda & Gregg Ridder

Georgina Riggles

Vicki M. Robin

Laura Robinson

Kim Robinson

Candice S. Rohr

Conrad Romberg

David Rose

Beverly Rose

Michael Roundtree

Nancy Rowan

George and Sheila Saul

Pamela Schell

Sarah Schmidt

Barbara Schneeman

Rob and Victory Schouten

Jack Schwab

Phil and Robin Semas

Rob Sesnon

Steve Shapiro and 
Debora Valis

Ron and Eva Sher

Teresa Di Biase and 
Franklin Shirbroun

Christian H. Sievers

Tom and Barbara Silliman

Bridget A. Simon

Janet Diane Smith

Kate Good-Smith and 
Tim Smith

Janice Smith

Stamford D. and 
Pat Youngman Smith

Frances L Smith

Robert Snyder

James Somers and 
Melissa Merickel

Will and Francisca St. Clair

William and Arlene Stebbins

Janet Louise Stein

Janis Machala and 
David Stenberg

Cathleen Stewart

Carol Stoel-Gammon

David and Debbie Stoetzel

Barbara Summers

Erika Lynne Sweger

Ron Norris and Linda Talley

Barbara and Donald Terao

Betsy MacGregor and 
Charles Terry

Kris Theobald

Sally A. Thompson

Robert B. Thompson

Kip Toner

Carrie Urling

Jill R. Usher

Susan Van Etten

Karen Vanderbilt

Margaret Vorwerk

Chris and Karen Wagner

Tom and Claudia Walker

Diana Walti

Emily Wandres

Elisa and Joe Warren

Patricia Watson

Catherine Waymire-Rooks

Dan Weber

Gordon Wells and 
Kathleen E Williston

Sumner and Karen White

Elizabeth Whitman

Judith Wiebmer

Randy Wilcox

Elisa K Williams Warren 

Frank Kearney Williston

Patricia Jean Willson

Clyde and Kathleen Wilson

Robert and Jo Ann Wilson

Marilyn Ferguson-Wolf and 
Peter Wolf

LuAnn Wolfe 

Edgar Wootton

David C. Wright

Nancy L. Wright

Tina Yamagiwa and 
Ron Tanemura

Sandra Ziemer

Vito and Dorit Zingarelli

Sharon and Anthony Zoars

Don and Anne Zontine

Anne Zuckerman

Businesses & Organizations

Animal Hospital by the Sea

Bayview Farm & Garden

Ballmer Group

The Goose Community Grocer

Goosefoot Community Fund

Haggen

Island Community Solar LLC

Island County

Mainspring Wealth Advisors

The Medina Foundation

NW Natural

Oak Harbor Elks Lodge 

Seattle Foundation

Whidbey Island Bank

Perigee Fund

Philanthropy Northwest

Prairie Center Red Apple

PSE Foundation

Schuster Foundation

South Whidbey Hearts and 
Hammers

Star Store

Tinyblue Foundation

Unitarian Universalist 
Congregation of Whidbey 
Island

West Family Foundation

Whidbey Island Friends 
Meeting

Whidbey Pies

Whidbey Telecom

GRANTEES
(2016-2021)
Backcountry Horsemen of 
Washington - Island County 
Chapter

Big Brothers-Big Sisters of 
Island County

Central Whidbey Cooperative 
Preschool

Citizens Against Domestic & 
Sexual Abuse (CADA)

Clinton Community Hall

Community Foundation for 
Coupeville Public Schools

Coupeville Boys & Girls Club

Coupeville Farm to School 

Coupeville School District

Foster Hearts

Friends of Friends Medical 
Support Fund

Garage of Blessings

Gifts From the Heart Food 
Bank

Good Cheer Food Bank & 
Thrift Stores 

Growing Veterans

Habitat for Humanity of Island 
County

Healthy Island Youth Initiative 
Physical Activity Scholarship 
Fund

Hedgebrook

Helping Hand of South 
Whidbey

Historic Whidbey

Hope Therapeutic Riding 
Program

I Support The Girls - Whidbey 
Island

Island Senior Resources

Island Shakespeare Festival

Leadership Whidbey

Meerkerk Gardens

Mobile Turkey Unit of 
Whidbey Island

Mother Mentors Whidbey 
Island

North Whidbey Help House

Oak Harbor Boys & Girls Club

Oak Harbor Educational 
Foundation 

Oak Harbor School District

Opportunity Council

Orca Network / Langley 
Whale Center

Organic Farm School

Pacific Rim Institute for 
Environmental Stewardship

Partners for Youth 
Empowerment

Penn Cove Water Festival 

Readiness To Learn

Rotary Club of Oak Harbor

Ryan’s House for Youth

Saratoga Orchestra of 
Whidbey Island

Sherwood Community 
Services

Small Miracles Coupeville 
Medical Support Fund

Sno-Isle Libraries Foundation

Sound Water Stewards of 
Island County

South Whidbey Children’s 
Center

South Whidbey Commons

South Whidbey Hearts & 
Hammers

South Whidbey Schools 
Foundation

Spin Cafe

Summit Assistance Dogs

The Backyard Whidbey

The Hub Youth Central

Toddler Learning Center

United Student Leaders

Washington State University - 
Island County Extension

Whidbey Children’s Theatre

Whidbey Homeless Coalition

Whidbey Island Conservation 
District

Whidbey Island Dance 
Theatre

Whidbey Island Grown

Whidbey Island Nourishes

Whidbey Island Waldorf 
School

Whidbey Playhouse 
Association

Whidbey Veterans Resource 
Center

Whidbey Watershed Stewards

WhidbeyHealth Foundation

VOLUNTEERS
(2016-2021)
Jim Bird

Nancy Conard

Britt Conn

Christine Cribbs

Emi Gunn

Robin Hertlein

Mary Hudson

Molly Hughes

Brian Jones

Kathy Jones

Sara Kelly

Patrick Kennedy

Carol Kerley

Bill Larsen

Kevin Lungren

Josh Martin

Aisha Mayfield

Sarah McCarthy

Fred McCarthy

Jerry Millhon

Mike Nortier

Helen Price Johnson

Liz Ritz

George Saul

Bob Severns

Steve Shapiro

Katie Shapiro

Elden Smith

Michael Stansbury

Caitlin Stanton

Aloysia Tennial

Charles Terry

Janice Vaughan

Cheryn Weisner

mailto:info@whidbeyfoundation.org


Sara Kelly, JD
Board 

President

Nancy Conard
Executive 
Director  

(pro bono) and 
Board Vice 
President

Steve Shapiro, 
MD

Board 
Secretary/
Treasurer

Robin Hertlein Bill Larsen Jerry Millhon Helen Price 
Johnson

George Saul

As WCF celebrates our 5th anniversary, we also look 
forward to what we can accomplish together in the 
next 5 years. Beginning in 2022:

•	 Current Program Director, Jessie Gunn, will 
assume the role of Executive Director beginning 
January 2022. Nancy Conard will remain on 
WCF’s Board of Directors.

•	 Increase leadership capacity with 2-3 new board 
members

•	 Continue to invest in early childhood learning 
and child care through PYC

•	 Build nonprofit capacity through trainings and 
platforms for community input and connections

•	 Grow assets to provide more support to 
nonprofits across all sectors

•	 Work with philanthropic partners to identify and 
combine efforts around key issue areas in our 
community

A Look Ahead: Building on 5 Years

facebook.com/whidbeyfoundation

instagram.com/whidbeyfoundation

linkedin.com/company/whidbey-foundation

twitter.com/whidbey_fdn

whidbeyfoundation.org
360-660-5041

PO Box 1135
Coupeville WA 98239

BOARD MEMBERS STAFF 

WCF 2021 LEADERSHIP
We are guided by a talented and committed Board of Directors and Staff who represent north, south and 
central Whidbey Island and who are knowledgeable about community needs.

Jessie Gunn, 
MPA

Program 
Director

The work of community foundations reaches beyond the practice of giving and touches the lives of individuals, 
revealing a path to a brighter future. A gift to WCF is an investment in the future of your community. We like to say 
that community foundations are “here for good.”

On behalf of the Whidbey Community Foundation, we hope you will continue to join us in recognizing our 
collective impact and the difference we can make together.

Jessie has over 10 years’ experience in the 
philanthropic sector. She received her master’s in 
public administration with an emphasis in nonprofit 
management at the University of Washington.

“I am honored to live in a community that 
values the power of giving and the power of 
mission-driven organizations. I am 
thrilled to help lead this organization 
that supports the charitable sector 
and realizes philanthropic impact. I 
look forward to more community 
connections in the new year, both 
virtual and in-person, as we continue 
to navigate our new normal and the 
opportunities before us.” 

— Jessie Gunn

Create Your 
Legacy in Our 

Community

Contact us if you would like to build your fund or create a new charitable fund to support 
the causes you care most about. You can choose from flexible giving options to create lasting 
impact in the communities you love. Reach out to give now or include WCF in your estate plan.

Maureen Rice
Program 
Assistant

https://www.whidbeyfoundation.org/
https://www.facebook.com/whidbeyfoundation
https://www.instagram.com/whidbeyfoundation/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/whidbey-foundation/
https://twitter.com/whidbey_fdn



